CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

ST. WENCESLAUS ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY

CONSTITUTION

Article I – Name

This society shall be known as the Altar and Rosary Society of St. Wenceslaus Church of Tabor, South Dakota.

Article II – Patroness

The patroness of the Altar & Rosary Society shall be the Blessed Virgin Mary under the title of her Presentation in the Temple (Feast-November 21).

Article III – Objects


Section 1.
General: To promote true Christian Charity, the love of God and of our




neighbor, and Christian family life.


Section 2.
Particular:

A. To foster love for the House of God, and to labor for its proper adornment


and cleanliness.

B. To promote frequent attendance at Mass and the reception of Holy Communion.

C. To care for the immediate needs of the altar, to supply the needs of the sacristy and sanctuary, and to render assistance whenever necessary to the parish.

Article IV – Membership


Section 1.
Every woman of the parish is automatically a member.


Section 2.
The membership is divided into circles for activities at the discretion of the pastor.


Section 3.
Each member shall serve on the lunch committee selected at random with a




chairman and co-chairman being selected.

Article V – Officers


Section 1.
The officers shall be: a. Chaplain or spiritual director, 2. President, 




3. Vice-President, 4. Recording secretary, 5. Treasurer.

Article VI – Amendments

The by-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the members present at a regular meeting, provided the amendment has been previously approved by the pastor.

BY-LAWS
Article I – Duties of the Officers


Section 1.
The President shall preside at all meetings and shall see that the rules and 




regulations of the Society are carried out.  She shall appoint necessary




committees and shall fulfill such other duties as commonly pertain to the Office




of the President.  In emergency situations, the President shall be authorized to 




sign checks.


Section 2.
The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President in the event of the 




latter’s absence. 


Section 3.
The Secretary shall keep a correct record of membership and of proceedings of 




all meetings, as well as other records of the Society.  She shall also attend to the




correspondence of the Society, and do such other work as usually pertains to the




office.


Section 4.
The Treasurer shall receive all income of the Society and keep accurate account



of such, and shall after the meeting in December turn to the St. Wenceslaus 



Parish all money minus the necessary amount needed by the Society for 




operation purposes.

Article II – Care of the Church


Section 1.
The candles for the altar will be purchased whenever necessary.

Article III – Election of Officers


Section 1.
The officers shall be elected annually at the regular meeting in January and take




office at the close of that meeting.  Officers will serve 2-year terms, except for the 




Vice-President, who becomes President in the 2nd year.

Article IV – Meetings


Section 1.
There will be five meetings a year, held on the third Wednesday of January, April,




August, October, and December at 8:00 p.m. in the Beseda Hall or the Senior 




Citizens’ Center.  In the event that any of the meetings of the Society fall on a 




fast and abstinence day, the meeting shall be held on the most convenient 




non-fast day.


Section 2.
Hall rent is paid per meeting in the amount of the facility’s current rental rate.


Section 3.
2 door prizes will be given at each meeting.


Section 4.
A lunch consisting of one or two things to eat, whatever the circle decides, and a




drink will be served at the meetings.

Article V – Dues

Section 1.
Dues are $1.00, payable January 1st of each year.

Article VI – Privileges


Section 1.
A requiem Mass shall be offered for each member in good standing following her




death.  The rosary may be recited by the Society members before the funeral or




after the Wake Service.


Section 2.
Two masses will be offered each year for all the living and deceased members of




the Society.


Section 3.
The mothers and fathers will be remembered on Mother’s and Father’s Day with




5 eternal lights for each.

Article VII – Circles


Section 1.
The Society is divided into 10 circles, with a chairman and co-chairman for each.

A. After each circle completes a project, the members of the circle select a new


chairman and co-chairman if they desire to change.

B. If a member is unable to help when her circle has a project, she must get a substitute for herself.

Section 2.
The charges for the circle’s work are according to the number of people




planned for, and are as follows (amended 4/2007):




Parishioners



Non-Parishioners



    0-100 is $  75.00



    0-100 is $155.00




101-200 is $100.00



101-200 is $180.00




201-300 is $125.00



201-300 is $205.00




301-400 is $150.00



301-400 is $230.00



401-500 is $175.00



401-500 is $255.00




$25.00 for each additional 100 people
$35.00 for each additional 100 people

A. Members are not entitled to member’s rates when asking a circle to work for a non-parishioner family member function.
B. Charges for rental of dishes for non-parishioners, without a circle, is $20.00 per


100 people.  Out of this amount, $5.00 would be given to the person supervising


and $15.00 to the Altar & Rosary Society.

C. Charges for the rental of dishes for parishioners, without a circle, is $10.00 per


100 people.


1.
Paper plates may be used, the fee being the current cost.


2.
Catered weddings for parishioners who do not have a circle, but wish to 


use the roaster ovens or other utensils, will be charged $10.00 per 100 


people.  Non-parishioners will be charged an additional $20 per 100 


people.

3.
The electric appliances will only be loaned out if a Consent Form is signed 

and dated by the caterer/party and hall manager, and again when the 


items are returned.  If any damages are incurred to the appliances, the 


Altar Society will be reimbursed for all damages.  Items must be returned 


within 3 days of the event.

D. Tablecloths, dishes, kettles, and silverware are included with the service of a


circle.

E. There is no charge for the use of hall towels.

F. There are silk skirts to be used on the head table at weddings and banquets.  


The charge for skirt rental is $20.00 for both parishioners and 


non-parishioners.  Please notify the Altar & Rosary Society President when the 

skirt is used.

Section 3.
Wedding dinners will be served no later than 5:00 p.m.

Article VIII – Society Projects


Section 1.
All members of the Society shall work, contribute, and participate where




necessary to make the annual parish bazaar successful.


Section 2.
One circle of the Society shall provide an afternoon of playing Bingo with prizes 



on the second Wednesday of each month (except June) at the Good Samaritan 



Home in Tyndall, South Dakota, for the enjoyment of the residents.


Section 3.
One or more members of the Society will lead a rosary before the Saturday 



evening and Sunday morning Masses each weekend of the year.


Section 4.
All members of the Society shall work, contribute, and participate where 




necessary to make the annual community Czech Days celebration successful.
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