THE STATUES
You may go directly to any of the following statue descriptions and prayers by using these links:

Blessed Virgin Mary
 St. Joseph
Sacred Heart of Jesus
  St. Ludmilla
Infant Child of Prague
St. John Nepomucen 
St. Wenceslaus

St. Teresa
Angel of God
Silver Dove
Painting of St. Wenceslaus 
Outside Altar
 St. Benedict Grotto
St. Wenceslaus Statue 

Bell Tower with Statue of St. Teresa 
    Our Lady of Fatima Shrine

Blessed Virgin Mary holding Baby Jesus

PRAYER IN PRAISE OF THE MOTHER OF GOD

Mary, our mother, the whole world reveres you as the holiest shrine of the living God, for in you the salvation of the world dawned.  The son of God was pleased to take human form from you.  You have broken down the wall of hatred, the barrier between heaven and earth which was set up by man’s first disobedience.  In you heaven met earth when divinity and humanity were joined in one person, the God-man.

Mother of God, we sing your praises, but we must praise you even more.  Our speech is too feeble to honor you as we ought, for no tongue is eloquent enough to express your excellence.  Mary, most powerful, most holy and worth of all love!  Your name brings new life, and the thought of you inspires love in the hearts of those devoted to you.
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St. Joseph 

March 19 is “the (heavenly) birthday of St. Joseph, husband of the most blessed virgin Mary and confessor, whom the supreme Pontiff Pius IX, assenting to the desires and prayers of the whole Catholic world, has proclaimed patron of the universal church.”  He was of royal descent and was the protector of our lady’s good name and was the foster-father of Jesus, charged with the guidance and support of the holy family.  St. Joseph was a carpenter by trade.  St. Joseph is patron of a happy death and of the universal church.
At Nazareth, Joseph worked hard for Jesus and Mary.  Later, Jesus also worked along with Joseph in the carpenter shop and obeyed him.  Joseph died in the arms of Jesus and Mary in the first century.

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH
To you, O Blessed Joseph, do we come in our tribulation, and having implored the help of your most holy spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also.  Through that charity which bound you to the immaculate virgin mother of God and through the paternal love with which you embraced the child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities.

O most watchful guardian of the holy family, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ:  O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be propitious to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness; and, as once you rescued the child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s holy church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die holy, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.  Amen.
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Sacred Heart of Jesus

PRAYER OF UNION WITH THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS
Hail, Sacred Heart of Jesus, living and strengthening source of eternal life, infinite treasury of the Divinity, and burning furnace of divine love! You are my refuge and my sanctuary.

My loving Savior, consume my heart in that burning love with which your own Heart is inflamed. Pour out upon me those graces which flow from Your love. Let my heart be so united with Yours that our wills may be one, and my will may in all things be conformed with Your Will. May Your Will be the guide and rule of my desires and of my actions. Amen.
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St. Ludmilla, Martyr 

Ludmilla was born about the year 860, the daughter of a Slav Prince in the country between the confluence of the Elbe and the Moldau.  She married Borivoy, Duke of Bohemia, and when her husband was baptized by St. Methodius, she followed him into the church.  They built the first Christian church in Bohemia, at Levy Hradec to the north of Prague.  Borivoy tried to force his new religion on his people which led to much discontent and difficulties.

After Borivoy’s death, he was succeeded by his sons Ratislav and Spytihinev.  Ratislav married a Slav “princess” named Drahomira.  They had a son named Wenceslaus.  Ludmilla was entrusted with Wenceslaus’ upbringing.  She was about 50 years of age and a woman of virtue and learning.

When Ratislav died prematurely, Drahomira removed Wenceslaus from the care of Ludmilla.  The anti-Christian party in Bohemia was jealous of the influence Ludmilla had over her grandson.  Ludmilla’s gentleness and charity had made her greatly beloved among the people and she hoped that if Wenceslaus could be persuaded to sieze the government before his time, the people would rally to him and Christianity would be saved.

The anti-Christians tried in every way to keep Ludmilla and Wenceslaus apart.  Taking no chances, two of them came to the castle of Tetin, near Podybrad on September 16, 921, and strangled Ludmilla.  St. Ludmilla was acclaimed as a martyr and her body was transported to St. George’s Church at Prague.  The statue with the rope around her neck is the symbol of her strangulation.  September 16 is her feast day.
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PRAYER TO ST. LUDMILLA
Grant we beseech thee, O Lord, that we may be helped by the intercession and merits of St. Ludmilla, thy Martyr, so that following in her footsteps, we may be found steadfast in faith and zealous in holy deeds.  Through our Load Jesus Christ, thy son, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the holy ghost, God, world without end.  Amen.

Infant Child of Prague

Although kept in the Czech Republic the statue is of Spanish origin and was given to a Spanish princess by her mother as a wedding gift. It was brought to Prague by the bride, Maria Manriques, after her marriage in 1556 to Vratislav of Pernstejn, a Czech nobleman. The statue once again served as a wedding gift when it was given to Maria's daughter, Polyzena, upon her marriage to Zdenek of Lobkovice. On being widowed in 1628 she resolved to make the statue available to all believers by donating it to the Carmelites of Prague and the Church of Our Lady of Victory. Her words at the time proved prophetic: "I hereby give you what I prize most highly in this world. As long as you venerate this image you will not be in want." When special devotions were instituted in honor of the Christ Jesus, the community that had been enduring hardships soon prospered.

PRIVATE NOVENA IN HONOR OF THE INFANT JESUS OF PRAGUE
(This private novena may be made before a statue or picture of the infant of Prague, on any nine successive days, especially from the 16th to the 24th of any month and in particular in December before the feast of the nativity of Christ the infant).

O Miraculous Infant Jesus look upon us, as we turn to you, imploring your assistance in our needs and anxieties.  Let your compassionate heart be moved to pity by our supplications and grant us the favor which we ardently implore you. Free us from all affliction and despair, all trials and misfortunes and give us your support and consolation so that we may praise you and the Father and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen.
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St. John Nepomucen, Martyr
St. John was born in the town of Nepomuk or Pomuk, Bohemia, somewhere between 1340 and 1350.  His family name was actually Wolflein or Welfin.  He studied at the University of Prague.  He was appointed Vicar general to the archbishop of Prague who was John of Genzenstein (Jenstein).

After the death of Charles IV in 1378, Wenceslaus IV, a vicious young man who had fits of range and permitted savage cruelty, was the ruler of Bohemia.  He was very jealous of his young wife and appointed John to be her Almoner and confessor.  Wenceslaus was upset because John refused to tell what the queen confessed.

In 1393 Wenceslaus wanted to found a new diocese at Kladrau to give a bishopric to one of his friends.  In order to do this, he wanted to confiscate the church and revenues of the ancient Benedictine Abbey of Kladrau as soon as the old Abbot should die.  St. John Nepomucen was opposed to this.  In one of his fits of range, Wenceslaus, applied a burning torch to the side of St. John Nepomucen and his coadjutor Nicholas Puchnik.  Wenceslaus finally realized what he had done and released the men and ordered them not to say anything to the people.

St. John of Nepomucen was already dying because of the burns, and in order to get rid of the evidence, his body was trussed up, “Like a wheel,” his heels tied to his head; lest he should cry out, a gag was forced into his mouth, as he was then taken secretly through the streets to the Karlsbrucke and cast into the River Moldau.  This was on March 20, 1393.  In the morning the body was washed ashore and was immediately recognized.  St. John was later buried in the Cathedral of St. Vitas where he still is.  On the old bridge the place from which the body was thrown, a metal plate, adorned with seven stars, referred to the story that on the night of his murder seven stars hovered over the water.  St. John Nepomucen is principal patron of Bohemia, where he is invoked against floods and against slander, as well as for help to make a good confession.  The statue with his finger to his mouth symbolizes that he would not tell what he heard.  His feast day is May 16.
PRAYER TO ST. JOHN NEPOMUCEN
Let us pray, O God, whose church the unconquerable sacramental silence of blessed John has enriched with yet another Martyr’s crown; grant that, strengthened by his prayers and example, we may set a guard upon our tongues and may be numbered with the blessed who have not sinned in their words.  Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

O most benign and merciful God, who opens even to us sinners the treasures of thy omnipotence as to thy faithful servant, St. John Nepomucen, and enriches us with the gifts of thy mercy, we beseech thee to console us in all our tribulations, to help us in our wretchedness and miseries, to heal our infirmities, to defend us in persecution, to guard our honor and good name, and to shield us from all visible and invisible enemies.

Grant us also that we may confess contriiety all the sins committed against thee, against our neighbors and against the salvation for them by true repentance, and lastly, to attain everlasting happiness.  Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
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St. Wenceslaus 
Wenceslaus (Vaclav) was born in the year 907 near Prague, Bohemia, to Ratislav (son of the Duke of Borivoy) and Drahomira, a nominally Christian woman (daughter of the chief of Veletians, a Slav tribe from the north).  He also had one brother name Boleslaus.

Ludmilla, wife of the Duke of Borivoy and grandmother to Wenceslaus, arranged to raise Wenceslaus so that he might be brought up with the love of God in his heart.  After his father was killed in battle with the Magyars, Drahomira assumed the government, pursuing an antichristian policy.  Drahomira was driven out of her ruler role and was banished to Budech.  Wenceslaus was proclaimed as ruler and announced that he would support God’s law and his church, punish murder severely, and endeavor to rule with justice and mercy.  He recalled his mother to his court where she never opposed Wenceslaus again.

At a meeting of rulers presided over by the German king, Henry I of fowler, Wenceslaus was granted anything that he wanted.  Wenceslaus requested an arm of the body of St. Vitus.  After receiving the arm and in order to shelter it, Wenceslaus constructed the cathedral of St. Vitus in Prague.

Young Duke Wenceslaus married and had a son.  His jealous brother, Boleslaus, who lost his chance to succeed to the throne, invited Wenceslaus to go to Stara Boleslav to celebrate the feast of its patron saints, Cosmas and Damian, in September of 929.  Wenceslaus was warned that he was in danger but did not pay any attention to the warning.  Early the day after the celebration, as Wenceslaus made his way to mass; he met Boleslaus and stopped to thank him for his hospitality.  “Yesterday”, was the reply, “I did my best to serve you fittingly, but this must be my service to-day,” and he struck him.  The brothers closed and struggled; whereupon friends of Boleslaus ran up and killed Wenceslaus, who murmured as he fell at the chapel door, “Brother, may God forgive you.”
Wenceslaus was at once proclaimed a martyr by the people and by 984 his feast was being observed.  Because Boleslaus was afraid of the reputation of many miracles happening at his brother’s tomb, Boleslaus had the body of Wenceslaus, three years after his death, transferred to the church of St. Vitus at Prague.  The shrine became a place of pilgrimage, and at the beginning of the eleventh century St. Wenceslaus, Svaty Vaclav, was already regarded as the patron saint of the Bohemian people and as the patron of modern Czech Republic.  Notice the double-queued (two tailed) lion rampant on the shield.
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St. Teresa

St. Teresa of the child of Jesus of Lisieux, patroness of foreign missions.  Teresa was born on January 2, 1873 to Louis Martin, a watchmaker of Alencon, France, who was the son of an officer in the armies of Napoleon I, and Azelie-Marie Guerin, a maker of point D’Alencon in the same town, whose father had been a gendarme at Saint-Denis near Seez.

Teresa had four brothers and sisters that reached adulthood.  She was the youngest and was baptized Marie-Frencoise-Therese.  Her childhood was happy, ordinary and surrounded by good influences.

In 1877 Mrs. Martin died and Mr. Martin sold his business at Alencon and went to live at Lisieux (Calvados), where Mrs. Guerin, an aunt and excellent woman, helped raise the children.  When Teresa was nine, her oldest sister Pauline entered the Carmel at Lisieux and Teresa began to be drawn in the same direction.  When Teresa was nearly fourteen, her sister Mary joined Pauline in the Carmel and on Christmas Eve of the same year the sweet child of Jesus filled the darkness of her soul with floods of light.

The next year Teresa told her father that she wished to become a Carmelite and he agreed.  Because of her age she was refused admission.  During a pilgrimage she spoke to Pope Leo XIII asking that he let her enter the Carmelites.  Teresa was admitted on April 9, 1888.  In 1893 Sister Teresa was appointed to assist the novice mistress of the Carmelite.  The spirit of prophecy seemed to come upon her and it was now that she made those three utterances that have gone around the world, “I have never given the good God aught but love, and it is with love that he will pay.  After my death I will let fall a shower of roses.  I will spend my heaven in doing good upon earth.  My “little way” is of spiritual childhood, the way of trust and absolute self-surrender.”

In June 1897 she entered the infirmary of the convent and never left it again.  On September 30, 1897, with words of divine love on her lips, Sister Teresa of Lisieux died.

Pope Pius XI beatified Teresa in 1923 and in 1925 the same pope declared Teresa of the child Jesus a saint.  She, with St. Francis Xavier, was named the heavenly patroness of all foreign missions, and of all works for Russia.
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Angel of God 

One of two statues of an angel holding holy water in the entrance of the church.

PRAYER OF THE ANGEL OF GOD

Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom his love commits me here, enlighten and guard, rule and guide me.  Amen.
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Painting of St. Wenceslaus

The painting of St. Wenceslaus hung in the original chalkrock church.  It was originally a full length painting but the bottom was destroyed.  A closer view of the St. Wenceslaus painting shows a displayed eagle on his flag and shield with the feathers pointing down.
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Silver Dove

The Silver dove on the top of the pulpit symbolizes peace, purity, meekness, modesty, humility and the Holy Ghost.
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Outside Altar in the Cemetery

Mary, Mary Magdalen and St. John the Apostle beneath the cross of Jesus.

PRAYER OF MARY AT THE CROSS

At the cross her station keeping, stood the mournful mother weeping, close to Jesus to the last.  Through her heart, his sorrow sharing, all his bitter anguish bearing, lo, the piercing sword has passed!

O, how sad and sore distressed, was that mother highly blessed of the sole-begotten one.

Christ above in torment hangs, she beneath beholds the pangs of her dying glorious son.

Is there one who would not weep “whelmed in miseries so deep Christ’s dear mother to behold?  Can the human heart refrain from partaking in the pain in that mother’s pain untold?

Bruised, derided, cursed, defiled, she beheld her tender child, all with bloody scourges rent.  For the sins of his own nation saw him hang in desolation till his spirit forth he sent.

O sweet mother!  Fount of love, touch my spirit from above, make my heart with your accord.  Make me feel as you have felt, make my soul to glow and melt with the love of Christ, my Lord.

Holy mother, pierce me through.  In my heart each wound renew of my Savior crucified.  Let me share with you his pain, who for all our sins was slain, who for me in torments died.

Let me mingle tears with you mourning him who mourned for me, all the days that I may live.  By the cross with you to stay, there with you to weep and pray, is all I ask of you to give.

Virgin of all virgins blest!  Listen to my found request:  let me share your grief divine.  Let me, to my latest breath, in my body bare the death of your dying son divine.

Wounded with his every wound, steep my soul till it has swooned in his very blood away.  Be to me, O Virgin, nigh, lest in flame I burn and die, in his awe-full judgment day.

Christ, when you shall call me hence, be your mother my defense, be your cross my victory.  While my body here decays, may my soul your goodness praise, safe in heaven eternally.  Amen.  Alleluia.
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St. Benedict Grotto
St. Benedict holds a crosier to signify he is Abbot.  The broken goblet recalls the attempt to poison him.  
St. Benedict was born in the year 480 in the ancient Sabine town of Nursia located near Rome.  He had a twin sister named Scholastica who became a nun and a great saint and founded the Benedictine Sisters.

When in his early teens he was sent to Rome for a “liberal education.”  Rome was overrun by Ragan and Arian tribes and no act was frowned upon.  Benedict could not tolerate all the corruption and escaped from Rome without telling anyone.  He fled to the village of Enfide and stayed for awhile and then decided that he needed complete solitude.

Benedict climbed the hills and found a place known as Subiaco.  He was befriended by a monk called Romanus who was from a Monastery close by.  Benedict decided to lead the life of a hermit for three years, living in a cave with food being brought to him by Romanus.

After three years he left his cave and was asked to become Abbot of the Monastery Vicovaro, he at first refused but then consented.  Since he was too strict for the Monks, they tried to poison him.  When he blessed the chalice it crumbled and Benedict said, “God forgive you, brothers” and told them to find another Abbot.

He then returned to practice his faith.  Benedict was very successful and an unworthy neighboring priest named Florentius sent Benedict a poisoned loaf of bread which was miraculously removed by a raven.  Benedict left again this time he went to Monte Casino and started his own Monastery.  For centuries the Monks were the teachers of Europe.  They are called Benedictines.

Benedict died in 547 near the altar where he received the Blessed Sacrament while his Monks held up his arms in prayer.  He was buried beside St. Scholastica, his sister, on the site of the altar of Apollo which he had cast down.

PRAYER OF ST. BENEDICT “PATRON OF RELIGIOUS”
Dear St. Benedict, you are a “blessing” indeed, as your name indicates.  Practicing what you preached, you founded the Monastic tradition of the west by joining prayer to labor for God—both liturgical and private prayer.  Help all religious to follow their rule and be true to their vocation.  May they labor and pray for the world for the greater glory of God.
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St. Wenceslaus Statue
Statue of St. Wenceslaus stands in front of the old site of the Catholic school.  Notice the displayed eagle on his shield.

PRAYER OF ST. WENCESLAUS “PATRON OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC”
Model governor of Bohemia, hated by your pagan mother and raised by a saintly grandmother, you vowed to live a celibate life.  You had great respect for priests and deep love for the sacrifice of the mass.
Indeed, it was while you were praying in God’s house that you were slain by your misguided brother.  Help all of us – priests, religious and laity – to lead exemplary Christian lives.
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Bell Tower with Statue of St. Teresa

Bell tower housing the bell from the Lakeport Church with statue of St. Teresa of the Child of Jesus in the upper window.
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Our Lady of Fatima Shrine
Mary recommended frequent recitation of the rosary, mortification of the conversion of sinners, called for devotion to herself under the title of her Immaculate Heart, asked that the people of Russia be consecrated to her under that title and that the faithful make a communion of reparation on the first Saturday of each month.  The apparitions were declared worth of belief in October of 1930.  Lucy, Francisco and Jacinta, the three Portuguese children that Mary appeared to several times between May 13 and October 13, 1917 in a field called Cova Da Iria near Fatima, Portugal.

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF FATIMA
A most Holy Virgin Mary, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, you were pleased to appear to the children of Fatima and reveal a glorious message.  We implore you, inspire in our hearts a fervent love for the recitation of the rosary.  By meditating on the mysteries of the redemption that are recalled therein may we obtain the graces and virtues that we ask, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.
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